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» American Institute of Certified Planners
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+ Wings of Hope Volunteer
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Business, St. Louis University

« International Economic
Development Council

Dean Burns, AICP
Senior Vice President - Development

Dean Burns is the Senior Vice President of Development for Gundaker Commercial Group,
Inc. (GCG). With more than 25 years of development experience in the St. Louis Metro area,
he brings a wealth of knowledge to GCG, including indepth of experience in retail, office,
multi-family residential, industrial development and neighborhood redevelopment. Dean
is an integral part of the GCG team as the organization grows and seeks new opportunities
and challenges in the St. Louis Metro area and beyond.

Dean began his development career as a City Planner for the City of St. Louis, experiencing
development from a public policy perspective. Here he formed a knowledge base

in planning and land use issues, zoning, redevelopment strategies. He designed

and implemented programs for community revitalization, housing rehabilitation

and public infrastructure. Dean then transitioned to the private sector, as President

and CEO of Westminster-St. Louis, Inc., a real estate development, construction and
property management firm specializing in neighborhood redevelopment and property
rehabilitation. Westminster’s successes in St. Louis spanned over a decade. Dean worked in
economic and community development for University City, MO and the St. Louis County
Economic Council. Prior to joining GCG, Dean was a development project manager for THF
Realty, a large regional retail developer based in St. Louis. His career path has allowed him
to combine his public and private sector experiences to form a complete understanding of
the development process.

Dean holds a BA from Northern lllinois University, a Master’s Degree in City and Regional
Planning from Southern lllinois University and an MBA in Finance from Washington
University. Throughout his career, Dean has been active in professional, civic and
community organizations.




